15

(Chicago Tribune

ed by Gail Plechaty of Real Simple in Old Mill Creek, Il

Villa magic

Designers infuse a Tuscan-style estate with traditional elegance, transporting

visitors to the Lake Forest Infant Welfare Showcase House & Gardens to another era

By Mary Daniels
Tribune staff reporter

or those unfamiliar with how
a designer showhouse is put
together; just finding a candi-
date is often more of a task
than getting it ready for the
crowds to come through.
MNormally finding the right
one requires a lengthy search

and often a rescue as well.

The members of the Infant Welfare Society of Chicago,
whose track record in showhouses is stellar, were braced for
both in seeking out a likely candidate for the 2003 Lake Forest
Infant Welfare Showcase House & Gardens, when serendipity
struck.

A car full of society members was driving around, on the
lookout, when they spied a “For Sale” sign along Waukegan
Road. They spontaneously turned down a long, secluded pri-
vate driveway to discover Shadow Pond, a most extraordinary
19208 Tuscan-style villa, originally built for Arthur Stanley
Jackson, a wealthy lumber baron and grain dealer: One of the
society members is a Realtor and learned that the estate had
been willed to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago.

“Tt took a bit of negotiation, but in the end it all worked out,”
says Ann Wangman, public relations chair for the showhouse
event, which opened Saturday and will continue to welcome
guests through May 18. y

The selection of this Mediterranean architectural gem with
formal gardens designed by Jens Jensen in 1928 is likely to
make this one of the premier showhouse events in the Mid-
west, if notthe US, :

In general, the designers went traditional in style and stayed
in harmony with the architecture of the house.

The home is rich with ineredible craftsmanship that has
survived undamaged through the years. Throughout its 23 har-
moniously laid out rooms, Shadow Pond features imported
marble fireplaces and door surrounds, Venetian glass chande-
liers, hand-painted murals and impeccably maintained mill-
work and metal work (including casement windows on both
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Above: The gentlemen’s
suite and bath on the
second floor, done by
designer Scott Arthur
Yerkey of Chicago,
integrates his custom
furniture with a
sophisticated blend of
colors, layered textures
and beautiful elements
of art.

Left: The gardens of the
villa create an oasis for
viewing the house at
Shadow Pond.

Tribune ns Bill Han
The architecture and natural light of the windows are played up in the upstairs sitting room of the Tuscan-style estate in Lake Forest with
a low-key decorating treatment. It is elegant but without fuss. The caramel color was selected with an Italian villa in mind. The textiles and
furnishings were chosen for a sense of scale and proportion, providing an exquisite sense of balance to the room.The room was decorat-
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Special to the Tribune
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Life teaches that
the heart 1s where
the home is

“Should we buy it?" I asked my father over the

phone.

I had called him because my husband and [ were

house hunting in suburbia. We had lived in tiny
apartments in Chicago, but now we had a daugh-
ter and it was time for the change.

We had just seen a Prairie-style house we liked a
lot. It had dark moldings and tile fireplaces. But I
didn't like the entryway What had formerly been a
front porch had been turned into a TV room with a

drop ceiling.

“T just can't get over the ugly entrance,” I said to

my dad.

“Remember, you don't buy a house, vou marry

it,” he said. “You've got
to accept the bad with
the good.”

His words gave me
pause. [ suddenly
sensed that buying the
right house mattered.
It was a relationship.

Starting over
Part 5:
Moving into
ihe moment

My gut told me this one Starting over:
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“I could live in this house forever,” I said to my
hushand, even though it only had three small bed-
rooms. “Idon't need anything more.”

But after 34 years there, we moved to London for
his job. Since we didn't know how long we would
stay, we decided to sell our house instead of rent-
ing it. I was sad to leave, but I decided to be open-
minded about an adventure abroad.

My husband left for England a few weeks before
me. I stayed behind with the children (we had had
another baby) to pack. It was a snowy January day
when the long truck pulled up. The movers were
efficient and soon the house was empty, except for
awalkway of soggy flattened boxes.

After I picked up the boxes, I felt a sudden urge
to say goodbye. “You were a great house,” I said
aloud as I walked from room to room. I gently
touched the vellow walls. I was going to miss this
bright, happy house.

Our house in suburban London was big by Eng-
lish standards. It had a vast lawn in back where we
watched foxes scamper through the perfectly
pruned rosebushes.

“You're so lucky to have that house,” our fellow
expatriates told us. [ wondered why I didn't feel
lucky: Since we had arrived, something hadn't felt
right.

At first I thought it was just the adjustment —to
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HOME&GARDEN

SPRING HOUSE WALKS
Open-door policy
Architecturally or historically significant
houses, others with dramatic interiors
welcome visitors to benefit area charities
and non-profit organizations. PAGE &

GARDENING
Lawn Care 101
A primer on fertilizers, weeds, seeds
and mowing. PAGE 5







